The value of fine needle aspiration cytology in the clinical management of rare salivary gland tumors Salivary gland tumors are relatively rare neoplasms, mostly located in the parotid gland, and few are malignant. Preoperative evaluation of salivary gland tumors includes fine needle aspiration cytology (FNAC). Objective:
Introduction
Salivary gland tumors are relatively rare neoplasms, with an incidence of about 2.5-3 cases per 100,000, and represent about 3% of all head and neck tumors.
Most salivary gland tumors are in the parotid gland (75-80%) and only 20% of them are malignant 5, 26 .
Etiology of salivary gland tumors is still under debate; it is presumed that smoking, viral infections, and genetic predisposition may all play a significant role in their pathogenesis. Ionizing radiation is probably the only well-established risk factor with documented role in the etiology of these tumors 15, 32 .
The initial preoperative evaluation of salivary gland tumors includes patient history, followed by thorough clinical examination of the face and neck, imaging tests (especially ultrasonography and computed tomography), and fine-needle aspiration cytology (FNAC). FNAC is a preferred method for obtaining morphological diagnosis prior to surgery. It is relatively low cost, less invasive, and has the ability to offer preoperative diagnosis, which makes it a preferred method of diagnosis. FNAC is effective in providing rapid morphological assessment of lesions, offering valuable information about the origin (salivary or nonsalivary), nature (benign or malignant) and/or grade (low or high grade) of the tumors. Information thus obtained is an invaluable aid in proper clinical and surgical management 4, 6 . Although this is valid for most cases, cytology alone, however, cannot provide a definitive diagnosis in some cases where histological diagnosis is the gold standard. FNAC has limitations, especially in identifying rare entities and distinguishing lesions that have overlapping cytological features, which is often the case in salivary gland tumors . Salivary gland cytology is an exciting branch of cytology that over the years has matured for the development of its own unified system for reporting, the Milan classification 25 .
Conclusion
The primary role of FNAC in salivary gland tumors is to offer a morphological diagnosis whenever that is possible. This is possible in most cases; however, in rare neoplasms the cytological diagnosis is difficult, 
